October 24, 2007

FEDERALLY-FUNDED UNIVERSITY
RESEARCH

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine the role of federally-funded uni-
versity research in the patent system, including the
University and Small Business Patent Procedures Act
(Public Law 96-517), after receiving testimony from
Arti K. Rai, Duke University School of Law, Dur-
ham, North Carolina; Elizabeth Hoffman, Iowa State
University Department of Economics, Ames; Robert
Weissman, Essential Action, Washington, DC; and
Charles F. Louis, University of California, Riverside.

VETERANS LEGISLATION

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine S. 2162, to improve the treat-
ment and services provided by the Department of
Veterans Affairs to veterans with post-traumatic
stress disorder and substance use disorders, S. 2160,
to amend title 38, United States Code, to establish
a pain care initiative in health care facilities of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, S. 38, to require the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish a program
for the provision of readjustment and mental health
services to veterans who served in Operation Iraqi
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom, S. 2004,
to amend title 38, United States Code, to establish
epilepsy centers of excellence in the Veterans Health
Administration of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and S. 2142, to amend title 38, United States
Code, to require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
reimburse veterans receiving emergency treatment in
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non-Department of Veterans Affairs facilities for
such treatment until such veterans are transferred to
Department facilities, after receiving testimony from
Michael J. Kussman, Under Secretary for Health,
and Walter Hall, Assistant General Counsel, both of
the Department of Veterans Affairs; Carl Blake, Par-
alyzed Veterans of America, and Joy J. Ilem, Dis-
abled American Veterans, both of Washington, DC;
Brenda Murdough, American Pain Foundation, Bal-
timore, Maryland; Brien J. Smith, Henry Ford Hos-
pital, Detroit, Michigan; and Captain Constance A.
Walker, USN (Ret.), Southern Maryland Chapter of
National Alliance on Mental Illness, Leonardtown.

RETIREMENT SECURITY

Special Committee on Aging: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine hidden 401(k) fees, focusing on
ways that disclosure can increase retirement security,
after receiving testimony from Barbara D. Bovbjerg,
Director, Education, Workforce, and Income Security
Issues, Government Accountability Office; Bradford
P. Campbell, Assistant Secretary of Labor for the
Employee Benefits Administration; Jeft Love, Amer-
ican Association of Retired Persons (AARP), Wash-
ington, DC; Mercer E. Bullard, Fund Democracy,
Inc., Oxford, Mississippi; Michael Kiley, Plan Ad-
ministrators, Inc., De Pere, Wisconsin, on behalf of
the American Society of Pension Professionals and
Actuaries (ASPPA), and the Council of Independent
401(k) Recordkeepers (CIKR); and Robert G. Cham-
bers, Helms Mulliss and Wicker, Charlotte, North
Carolina, on behalf of sundry organizations.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 13 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 3951-3963; and 3 resolutions, H.]J.
Res. 60; H. Con. Res. 240; and H. Res. 772, were
introduced. Pages H12020-21

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H12021-22

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows:
H. Res. 773, providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 3867) to update and expand the procure-
ment programs of the Small Business Administration
(H. Rept. 110-407); and
H. Res. 774, providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 3963) to amend title XXI of the Social

Security Act to extend and improve the Children’s
Health Insurance Program (H. Rept. 110-408).
Page H12020

Chaplain: The prayer was offered by the guest
Chaplain, Rev. Allen Novotny, Gonzaga College
High School, Washington, DC. Page H11937

Amending the Omnibus Parks and Public Lands
Management Act of 1996 to extend the author-
ization for certain national heritage areas: The
House passed H.R. 1483, to amend the Omnibus
Parks and Public Lands Management Act of 1996 to
extend the authorization for certain national heritage
areas, by a recorded vote of 291 ayes to 122 noes,
Roll No. 996. Pages H11940-65

Agreed to the Bishop (UT) motion to recommit
the bill to the Committee on Natural Resources
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with instructions to report the same to the House
forthwith with an amendment, by a yea-and-nay vote
of 344 yeas to 71 nays, Roll No. 995. Subsequently,
Representative Rahall reported the bill back to the
House with the amendment and the amendment was
agreed to. Pages H11963-64

Pursuant to the rule, the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the Committee
on Natural Resources now printed in the bill, modi-
fied by the amendment printed in H. Rept.
110-405, shall be considered as adopted. Page H11940

Agreed that the Clerk be authorized to make
technical and conforming changes to reflect the ac-
tions of the House. Pages H11973-74

H. Res. 765, the rule providing for consideration
of the bill, was agreed to on Tuesday, October 23.

Native Hawaiian Government Reorganization
Act of 2007: The House passed H.R. 505, to ex-
press the policy of the United States regarding the
United States relationship with Native Hawaiians
and to provide a process for the recognition by the
United States of the Native Hawaiian governing en-
tity, by a yea-and-nay vote of 261 yeas to 153 nays,
Roll No. 1000. Pages H11974-89

Rejected the Flake motion to recommit the bill to
the Committee on Natural Resources with instruc-
tions to report the same back to the House forthwith
with an amendment, by a yea-and-nay vote of 178
yeas to 235 nays, Roll No. 999. Pages H11986-88

H. Res. 764, the rule providing for consideration
of the bill, was agreed to by a recorded vote of 217
ayes to 179 noes, Roll No. 998, after agreeing to
order the previous question by a yea-and-nay vote of
218 yeas to 175 nays, Roll No. 997. Pages H11965-73

Presidential Message: Read a message from the
President wherein he notified Congress of the con-
tinuation of the national emergency declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13413 of October 27, 2006 with re-
spect to the Democratic Republic of the Congo—re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and or-
dered printed (H. Doc. 110-69). Pages H12008-09

Quorum Calls—Votes: Four yea-and-nay votes and
two recorded votes developed during the proceedings
of today and appear on pages H11964, H11965,
H11972-73, H11973, H11987-88, and H11989.

There were no quorum calls.

Recess: The House recessed at 6:58 p.m. and recon-
vened at 11:52 p.m. Page H12019

Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 11:54 p.m.
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Committee Meetings
CFTC REAUTHORIZATION

Committee on Agriculture: Subcommittee on General
Farm Commodities and Risk Management held a
hearing to review reauthorization of the Commodity
Futures Trading Commission. Testimony was heard
from Walter Lukken, Acting Chairman, CFTC; and
Orice M. Williams, Director, Financial Markets and
Community Investment, GAO.

AIR FORCE STRATEGIC INITIATIVE

Committee on Armed Services: Held a hearing on Air
Force Strategic initiatives. Testimony was heard from
the following officials of the Department of the Air
Force: Michael Wynne, Secretary; and GEN T. Mi-
chael Moseley, USAF, Chief of Staff.

BUDGETARY COSTS IRAQ WAR

Committee on the Budger: Held a hearing on the Grow-
ing Budgetary Costs of the Iraq War. Testimony was
heard from Peter Orszag, Director, CBO; Amy Be-
lasco, CRS, Library of Congress; and a public wit-
ness.

ELECTRONIC CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE
MONITORING

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled
“NASPER: Why Has the National All Schedules
Prescription Electronic Reporting Act Not Been Im-
plemented?” Testimony was heard from the fol-
lowing officials of the Department of Health and
Human Services: H. Wesley Clark, M.D., Director,
Center for Substance Abuse Treatment, Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration;
Len Paulozzi, M.D., Medical Epidemiologist, Divi-
sion of Unintentional Injury Prevention, National
Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention; and a public wit-
ness.

REFORMING MORTGAGE PRACTICES

Committee on Financial Services: Held a hearing enti-
tled “Legislative Proposals on Reforming Mortgage
Practices.” Testimony was heard from Martin J.
Gruenberg, Vice Chair, FDIC; John C. Dugan,
Comptroller of the Currency; and John M. Reich,
Director of Thrift Supervision, both with the De-
partment of the Treasury; Jo Ann Johnson, Chair-
man, National Credit Union Administration; Ran-
dall S. Kroszner, member, Board of Governors, Fed-
eral Reserve System; Steven L. Antonakes, Commis-
sioner, Division of Banks, Massachusetts; and public
witnesses.
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